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have been left out of account or that they might have
been accounted for in a kind of duplicate register ; but
as the books were produced and the accountant carefully
examined, there seemed to be nothing in this defence.
The accused seemed quite reconciled to conviction ;
in fact most of them had already pleaded guilty. The
prosecutor's address seemed to me very fair. It was a
careful analysis of the different degrees of guilt of the
various prisoners, for whom he asked different sentences,
of which the maximum seemed to be eight years.

THE PEASANTS

As I have said, I cannot speak for conditions outside
Moscow. I did visit one kolhoz about seven miles out,
but it was really at the gates of the city, and is to be
swallowed up by the new plan for the greater Moscow.
The inhabitants were classed as peasants, but most of the
men were now actually working in Moscow. Certainly
their children were altogether better dressed than were
ordinary peasant children in the past. Another novelty
for me was the kolhoz stables with a number of grooms
attached, where clearly the horses were better housed
than they could have been by an individual peasant.
Pigs were treated in the same way. By the recent
modifications of the rules, peasants are now free to keep
poultry and pigs of their own. Eighty per cent already
have cows. There was a good out-patients department
in touch with a large neighbouring hospital. It was inter-